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Opening Message

FREEE FX

In the last year we have seen the statistics for the number of
people displaced from their homes rise at an alarming rate.
As these new crises emerge, REl remains focussed on those
forgotten communities who have been living in temporary
conditions for decades.

These crises require urgent assistance, which is essential in
emergencies. However, in the long term, support for refugees is
notjustabout providing aid; it is about reimagining, reinspiring, and,
most importantly, reinventing a sustainable and dignified future.

Some organisations acknowledge the resilience and strength that
refugees bring with them, as well as the value they can add to their
host communities, but the big agencies are overwhelmed with
addressing the latest crises. It is the role of smaller organisations
like REI to focus on the future and we are continuing to ensure a
brighter future for refugee communities.

“A hand up, not a handout” embodies our commitment to provide
opportunities through our funding and ensuring the energy
comes from within the community. We have seen increased
understanding of the REI mission and a belief that this is the way
to make a lasting impact. And in the last year, REI has been able
to provide the most funding to projects in more than six years.
Support is increasing as donors recognise the value of the hand-
up policy.

In a world that often seeks short-term gains, we stand firm
in our belief that long-term investment in human potential is
the key to lasting change. It's about compound interest—the
small contributions we make today ripple out into the future,
creating a better world for everyone. We know that by investing
in the resilience, skills, and dreams of refugees, we are creating
a more compassionate and empowered global community.

"We want peace. We want to stay in our village. We want a normal
life." These words underline the core of our mission: to empower
refugees to achieve peace, stability, and a sense of normalcy in
their lives.
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Refugee Empowerment International Executive Director
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A Review of Current Projects
EENIRE

KINDERGARTEN FOR SYRIAN CHILDREN
IN LEBANON

110 young Syrian refugees aged 4 to 6 registered for the year. Just
two children dropped out due to relocation and 95% of the oldest
students have now registered for Lebanese elementary school.

In April we had the opportunity to chat with some of the
school staff online. The teachers told us how important it is to
involve the families in the children’s education as they all live in
troubled situations.

The curriculum combines academic lessons with psychosocial
activities, including team games and art, which are crucial for
children who face uncertainty and may have experienced trauma.
What sets this program apart is that the teachers are drawn from
the refugee community. The program provides them with a liveli-
hood and a chance to use their teaching backgrounds creatively.

“This job has truly been a blessing as it allowed me to apply my
professional skills to sustain myself while also supporting young
refugees who share similar paths.” —Ranin, teacher

A Review of Current Projects | ;&R
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KARENNI SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT CENTRE:
THAI-MYANMAR BORDER

One hundred and eighteen people applied for the basic course
last year and 75 were accepted due to capacity. As a result, all 75
students graduated and 30 went on to do the advanced course.

The KSDC provides an education that is not open to those living
in Myanmar. The courses foster knowledge, skills, and a brighter
future for the youth. In particular, learning about human rights is
important. As one student commented: “That is because we lost
our rights in our homeland.”

KSDC graduates become agents of change in the refugee
camps and in Karenni State. Such opportunities are not open
to them otherwise, and they give them confidence and a role in
the community. These young leaders actively engage in camp
committees, work for NGOs, and advocate for their communities,
using the knowledge and confidence they gained.

“Since | started attending this training ... | have started to think
about Karenni State and how to regain our basic rights, which
we have lost.” —Law Wha

ADDICTION TREATMENT AND EDUCATION:
THAI-MYANMAR BORDER

Funding to the Addiction Treatment and Education programme
in camps on the Thai—Myanmar border covered a 90-day
residential treatment cycle for 45 clients in Mae La camp. The
treatment emphasizes cultural sensitivity and natural methods
like acupuncture, yoga, local herbs, and water immersion. The
focus extends beyond recovery, emphasising social reintegration
and holistic healing approaches.

The enduring challenges faced by refugees living in the border
camps for over two decades or more are exacerbated by despair
as the violence continues in their homeland. This makes this
programme’s approach all the more essential. The treatment
team have been working with other health groups in the camp to
coordinate community health services and referrals.

“When | realized | was neglecting my wife, my family, and my life,
| knew | needed to make a change. The addiction treatment
helped me regain hope and now | am determined to support
others who are just like me.” —Saw Modichai

A Review of Current Projects | ;&R
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MATERNAL HEALTH TRAINING IN KAREN STATE:
MYANMAR

The Maternal Health programme in Karen State, Myanmar, was
funded in early 2022. The health team of brave Karenni women
continue to work in harsh conditions, facing great risks in reaching
displaced communities to carry out the training and distribute
baby kits to new mothers.

Poor roads, landmines, and soldier patrols are all hazards to
their work. Despite these challenges, the women reported that
they have been able to successfully provide health training and
distribute 575 baby kits in seven districts and one IDP camp. The
main topics covered in the health training are nutrition for mother,
baby, and family; hygiene for mother, baby, and family; and health
and support for women during pregnancy, delivery, and maternity.

It is clear that the programme addresses mental health as well
as physical health.

“I'm very happy to receive the kits for my baby. They fulfilled my
needs and really helped my family. We never thought there would
be support for people like us.” —Naw Think Beh Paw

URBAN REFUGEE ENTREPRENEURSHIP PROJECT

Funding to the REP in Nairobi was sent in early 2022 and we
met the Nairobi team online in late 2022 to hear about the
progress of activities. Fifty refugees benefitted from business
training opportunities, literacy, and basic accounting skills and
12 participants received vocational training and start-up kits for
businesses. The kits provided were for catering, hairdressing, and
vehicle maintenance.

The training and support empower young refugees, helping
them settle into their host community and achieve financial self-
sufficiency.

By identifying youth leaders within refugee communities, the
programme fosters unity and empowerment, mobilising young
refugees to participate in skills development training.

The basic training in vital life skills unlocks opportunities for
personal, social, and career success.

“Before joining the programme, on a good month, | used to make
500 Kenyan shillings, which was barely enough to meet my needs.
But currently, | am able to pay school fees and rent, and buy food
with ease.” —Fatuma

A Review of Current Projects | ;&R
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Fundraising Support

BE&XE

In addition to our core events, we benefitted greatly from
events organised in support of REIl. As a small organisation,
this is most welcome to ensure the best use of our resources.
We extend a warm thank you to all those who helped to raise
funds and awareness.

WHITE ELEPHANT GIFT EXCHANGE

REl interns organised a year-end event that combined the joy of
giving and community engagement. The interns had as much fun
preparing the gifts for exchanging as they did at the event itself.
A presentation of photos from the projects gave students who
attended the event deeper insight into the funding's impact.
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PLANT A SEED OF HEALING

This event was hosted by Alishan Park Café in Yoyogi to mark
World Refugee Day in June 2022. An introductory sound therapy
experience put attendees in the mood to think outside the box,
after which they were taken through a role-playing experience
that allowed them to understand the challenges refugees face in
fleeing their homes in search of safety. This experience enabled
people to feel and understand far more than would be possible
by reading a report.
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MOVIE NIGHT AT KYOTO UNIVERSITY DORMITORY
This was a night-long extravaganza of movies accompanied by a
diverse selection of food that reflected the richness of different
cultures. Some students brought their musical instruments to
the party, providing home-made entertainment that followed
the screenings. The foods prepared were selected to coincide
with Chinese New Year.
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Heart Cocktail held two performances in January and February
2023 to raise funds and share knowledge about REI. During the
performances, Nanae Ismail and her fellow musicians entertained
guests at bar venues, making for a perfect combination of an
enjoyable night out and increasing global awareness.
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GOLF FUNDRAISING EVENT

Jarman International chose REI for its fundraiser in September
2022. "The day was a testament to the power of coming together
for ashared cause. We are thrilled to announce that ¥64,000 will be
directed to making a difference in Lebanon," said a representative
from Jarman International. "This event was not just about golf,
it was about supporting the growth and development of young
minds in Lebanon.”
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KANAZAWA INTERNATIONAL FOOD

AND BEACH YOGA

A lively community in Kanazawa raised over ¥200,000 through
two events to support REI's mission. Kanazawa International Dining
on November 2022 was held in a charming traditional Japanese
house. This culinary journey took guests around the world, with
dishes such as Lebanese tabbouleh, Tunisian chicken couscous,
Mexican tacos, and French ratatouille and mousse au chocolat.
This was a collective effort showing how much can be achieved
through group actions.

Meanwhile, Beach Yoga involved a serene and invigorating
45-minute yoga session guided by Saphira Yukino, known fondly
as a "citizen of the earth.” After the yoga, participants enjoyed
dishes such as Tunisian shakshuka and Mauritanian hibiscus
juice. "l like supporting causes like these, especially this one
because it's focussed on empowerment instead of just helping
out!" commented one participant.
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WALKING CHALLENGES

This year saw the start of a new initiative as we offered virtual
walking challenges to schools and companies that encouraged
the involvement of employees, students, and parents. The unique
aspect of these challenges lies in their virtual nature. Participants
can join from different corners of the globe by integrating their
regular exercise routines with the Mission Challenge website.
Participants virtually travel a pre-set path that refugees might
have taken in search of safety.

Travellers reach significant milestones every 10 kilometres as
they run, bike, or walk along the virtual path. These milestones
provide information about their history, culture, and geographical
landmarks, as well as details of associated REIl projects and
success stories of beneficiaries. The experience helps participants
feel connected to the places they are virtually walking through,
fostering a sense of empathy and understanding.

Fundraising Support | E&%iE
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Donors and Sponsors
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CORPORATE DONORS AND SPONSORS

Alishan Organic Center | 7UY>F—HZwot> 48—
Barakura English Garden | ZERIERNS V51> T )y ai—F>
Correns Corporation | &t —L VX

Conrad Tokyo | Y5y RER

Custom Media KK | X2 LXTF1T7HRAEH

Davis Polk LLP

EAT Creative KK

Excape Entertainment KK | TR T Z—F4 XU b DvNUkRatt
FA Hairdressing

Global Perspectives

Heart Cocktail

Hilton Japan | EJLEVEER

Japan Book Importers Association

The Kyoto Distillery Japan | R&ZEFR

Mitate KK | %R &t #H7=T

Oakwood Premier

Oeconex Co | OeconexBE&1t

Riedel

Salesforce Matching Gifts

Sarah Furuya Coaching

Showa Shell Retiree Association | Bfl> /Lt kS
Suntory Winery | #>hJ—D1>h>)XZ—

Swirl Wines

Tekko Building Masuoka Group | X &4t ILTr>
Donors via GlobalGiving

Donors via Benevity

STUDENTS, PARENTS, AND STAFF
OF THE FOLLOWING SCHOOLS:

Junten Middle and High School JEXF21 B EEK
K International School
Yokohama International School

INDIVIDUAL DONORS (TITLES OMITTED)

Fabio Alfano

Avalon Akashi

Joan Anderson

Fay and Jack Bayles

Basak Beleli

Simon Collins

David Croll

James Dodds

Tony Elison

Tetsuya Fukuda 8@ #t
Maria Gutierrez

Lori Henderson

Marcus Hood

Nuit Sano 1EEFshL
Takefumi Kamio #E HEX
Tove Kinooka

Sachiko Kosugi /2 {E51F
Yoshiyuki Kurosaki £I& BT
Jennifer Malakoff

Yoji Masuoka 38R ¥E
Masahide Nishio BEE TFH
Stuart O XFa7—hk F—
Victor Osumi

Karl Pires

Jenifer Rogers

Chizu Sasaki k4K F#
Fintan Smyth

Taiki Sugiyama #1L Kt
Hiroshi Tachikawa i1)I| B
Joel Perez Torrents

Naomi Tsuchiya +B %#&#&
Richard Winton

Selena Ybarra

Shinobu Sato & Lo.3%
Jay Talbot

Hans Van der Tang

Nicola Vote




Accounts

HEE

INCOME STATEMENT AS OF 30 JUNE 2023

JEB)FTEE 2023£6H30H
DETAILS REI Japan REI Australia
Income BRI in JPY (EEfi: M) in AUD
Fees 6 874,000
Donations ZIHEHE 17,854,849 18,683.38
Total Income BEUNESE 18,728,849 18,683.38
Expenses BEEH
Funding to Projects HEIEIOC I MNIRE 5,125,776 15,216.07
Project Travel and Assessment JO2 Y MBI RUEHE 2,283,602
Project Monitoring and Reporting TOV U bOBERERE 1,950,000 948.36
Fundraising Costs T7VRLAPYVIRE 7,972,179 1,043.37
Operational Costs EEE 551,210 575.32
Total Expenses BEER 17,882,767 17,783.12
Surplus/Deficit LERREIE AR 846,082 900.26

PROJECT FUNDING FOR THE LAST 5 YEARS

In Yen 000s
8000

6000

4000

- j . . I E
0

2018-19 2019-20 2020-21

2021-22

2022-23

BREAKDOWN OF

INCOME STREAMS FOR JAPAN

Subscriptions
General donations
Event income
Corporate donations

School activities

The Japan office provides administrative support to the Australia office
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General Manager
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Translation Coordinator
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Design, Editing and Proofreading
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